
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents of Students in Grades 2-5, 
 
We hope that you and your children are having a relaxing and enjoyable summer.  
Maimonides School has been open all summer, filled with students attending sports and 
science camps, as well as teachers and administrators planning for the upcoming school 
year. There have also been many painters, carpenters, and cleaners sprucing up the 
building. 

 
The first day of school this year will be on Wednesday, September 6.  After being greeted 
at the front and back doors, students will proceed to their classrooms, and then we will all 
gather in the Brener lunchroom for a festive welcome program.  Parents may drop their 
children off outside, or they may join us at 8:15 a.m. for our brief program. 

 
Parents new to Maimonides are invited to a light breakfast following the program at 8:30 
a.m. in the Brener lunchroom.  Both new and continuing parents and students may also 
want to drop in to see their new classrooms and meet their teachers on Tuesday 
afternoon, September 5, from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

 
The Elementary School years at Maimonides are a very important and exciting part of 
the Jewish educational journey of our children. Please take a look at the highlights listed 
below that are common to all students entering Grades 2-5, as well as those specific to 
each grade. 

 
We look forward to seeing you and your children in another few weeks, and hope that 
you will enjoy the rest of the summer. 

 
   Sincerely,  
 
Rabbi David Saltzman and Reena Slovin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annual Highlights for 
Grades 2-5 

 
 
All Grades 2-5: 

❖ Annual middot theme with weekly activities and schoolwide programs 
❖ Chesed Chaverim cross-grade all-school community service activities 
❖ Chumash, parshat hashavua, chagim, Shabbat, tefillah, mitzvot, and minhagim 

(customs) everyday life instruction, all in Hebrew, using the Tal Am 
program 

❖ Mathematics and English language arts curriculum aligned with the Common Core 
❖ Computer-based math programs to develop mathematics competency and fact 

fluency, used at school and at home 
❖ Whole-class interactive read-aloud of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry 
❖ Small group reading instruction to develop fluency and comprehension skills 
❖ Peer-assisted learning buddies for developing reading skills and strategies 
❖ Explicit, systematic spelling and vocabulary instruction focusing on syllables, 

patterns, and word structure 
❖ Explicit, supportive writing instruction that develops students’ ability to self-regulate 

during the writing process, and to write for varied purposes and in multiple 
genres 

❖ Science experiments and participation in the Science Fair 
❖ Gym, Art, and Music classes 
❖ All-school activities with the Shlichot, Shulchan Ivrit, holiday activities and 

celebrations, and Color War 
 
Grade 2: 

❖ Introduction to the beginning of Chumash, Briat Haolam and Gan Eden projects 
❖ Chumash study of Breishit, Noach, Lech Lecha 
❖ Chagigat HaChumash celebration in March 
❖ Ivrit themes of “Tov BaKita,”  learning about our classroom and our 

classroom community,  and “Tov Babayit,”  our daily routine 
❖ “Dr. Guf-Li” nutrition unit in Ivrit 
❖ Handwriting Without Tears program 
❖ Lego Robotics 
❖ Building walls using earth materials 
❖ Pilgrim unit, including field trip to Plymouth Rock and Plimoth Plantation 
❖ Mexico unit culminating in a fiesta 
❖ Lunch in the lunchroom for the first time! 

 
Grade 3: 

❖ Study of Rashi's life and reading Rashi script 
❖ Creation of original chanukiyot 
❖ Purim play 
❖ Jewish Hero project 
❖ Math centers focusing on double/triple digit addition and subtraction, 

geometry, multiplication, and fractions 
❖ Writing in cursive and keyboarding 



❖ Unit on mapping and geography and creating landforms 
❖ Unit on Native American tribes, including a research project and creating a 

museum exhibit 
❖ Science with Mrs. Smith in the Middle School lab, and Gym in the Saval building 

with Mr. D. 
❖ Dismissal at 3:45 for the first time! 

 
 
Grade 4 

❖ Chumash, chagim, and everyday life instruction in Hebrew using the Tal Am 
program, focusing on the themes of individuality and inclusion in the 
classroom 

❖ Learning about weekly parshiot with an extensive focus on Vayeitze, Vayishlach, 
and Vayigash 

❖ Ivrit projects on interpersonal behavior, based on various quotes from Pirkei Avot 
❖ Delving into questions Rashi asks and discussing the answers he gives 
❖ Navi class with Hamorah Oranit 
❖ Explorer unit, including personal journals about a specific explorer's 

expedition and being part of the Explorer Wax Museum 
❖ Japan unit, including a visit to a Japanese museum 
❖ Colonial America unit, including voting on a colony to go to, and being a part of a 

Colonial Job Fair 
❖ Literature circles 
❖ Collection and graphing of data throughout the course of the year, to be displayed 

around the school 
❖ Continental Math League tests taken on a monthly basis 
❖ Science with Mrs. Smith in the Middle School lab, and Gym with Mr. D. in 

the Saval building 
 
Grade 5 
Fifth grade is a very special year, when the students become the leaders of the 
Elementary School.  Here are some of the highlights of the fifth grade year that you and 
your child can look forward to: 

❖ Shofar factory 
❖ Fall overnight “Teva” Jewish environmental education trip and Bring it Back to Your 

School project 
❖ Planning and running of Color War 
❖ Fifth Grade Siyum and Yearbook 
❖ Chesed Chaverim leaders 
❖ Youth Leadership recess program 
❖ Learning Lunch with Rabbi Reisman 
❖ Tefillah class with Rabbi Saltzman 
❖ Introduction to the study of Mishna and delving into the first two chapters of 

Brachot 
❖ In-depth study of Yetziat Mitzrayim 
❖ Examination of the lives of Devorah, Shimshon, and other early leaders of Israel 
❖ Ivrit projects: Inviting an imaginary guest to the sukkah; Making a Jewish values 



chanukiya; Building with recycled materials in honor of Tu B’Shvat; Creating kites 
based on modern-day slavery theme; Flags - learning about the significance of the 
colors and design of the flags and creating individual personal flags. 

❖ Social Studies units on the presidential election, the events leading up to the 
Revolutionary War, introduction to the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights, and 
learning all about the Titanic 

❖ Creative book presentations throughout the year 
❖ Field trips to Minuteman National Park and Commonwealth Museum 
❖ Continental Math League tests taken on a monthly basis 
❖ Science with Mrs. Smith in the Middle School lab, and Gym with Mr. D. in 

the Saval building 


